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A LETTER FROM PASTOR MIKE 

 
The Gospel of John paints a compelling picture of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

At times, it is the simplest Gospel, perfect for both the new believer and 

the one who has an interest in knowing more about Jesus. At other times, 

it is an ocean where no believer can fully plumb the depths of its riches. 

Its author, John the Apostle, organized the book around seven signs, 

written so that “you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 

and that by believing you may have life in His Name (John 20:31).” Jesus 

wants you to experience the abundant life and the Gospel of John tells us 

how. 

 

In addition to the seven miracles, John recorded seven “I AM” statements, spoken by Jesus, in order 

to give us a fascinating picture of our Lord. Incidentally, the number seven in Scripture often 

represents completion. When you contemplate Jesus’ revelation about Himself in John, you will gain 

a clear picture of our Lord and Savior. 

 

The seven “I AM” statements are the focus of our new sermon series: Knowing Jesus. Your church 

staff believes that these uncertain days are the perfect time and opportunity for you to grow together 

as a family. As a result, we have compiled these devotions, prayers, and questions for the purpose of 

helping you achieve a deeper understanding of some of Jesus’ most famous statements in the New 

Testament. Our hope is that you will gather as a family or small group around the Word of God and 

explore the majesty and glory of Jesus Christ. 

 

During this time, we are available to be contacted for questions, and we encourage you to do so as 

often as you need! May God bless your family as you pursue a deeper and more intimate knowledge 

of Jesus. I love being your pastor! 

 

 

Mike Phillips 
Senior Pastor  
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OUR HOPE 
 
This guide is written to help you apply the Bible to your own life. It is not meant to replace or summarize 
scripture. Rather, we hope you will use it to accompany your Bible study. 
 
As you read through the Gospel of John and consider the points and questions included here, we 
believe the Holy spirit will help you discover deeper truths, and perhaps understand familiar truths in a 
new light. 
 
God’s Word is alive. As you engage it, He will speak to you through it. 
 
 
 

OUR APPROACH 
 
This guide uses a Bible study structure based on the “SOAP” acronym: Scripture, Observation, 
Application, and Prayer. This is not the only method, just the one we happen to use here. 
 
We have divided the guide into seven sections with the goal to accomplish one “I AM” statement a 
week. Each section is further divided into several parts. These do not correspond to days, so go through 
them at a pace that works for you. 
 
This guide is primarily intended for personal study. Many of the questions prompt you to consider 
things from your own perspective, and some of your thoughts may naturally be private. After all, our 
hope is God uses this resource alongside His Word to speak to YOU. 
 
Of course, you may find certain sections helpful for discussion with others, such as with your family or 
your small group. We encourage you to use this guide as you feel led. 
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Scripture 
 

First, read the Scripture passage. Then read it again, using different translations, if 
possible. Resources like the Bible App and biblegateway.com allow you to access other 
translations for free and even read different translations side-by-side. It can also be 
helpful to break the passage down into a reading plan of smaller sections to study 
throughout the week. 
 
 

Observation 
 

Spend some time considering what you just read. It is important to carve out some 
intentional time for this study, so you are not tempted to rush. Write your thoughts in the 
spaces provided and have a notebook handy if you find yourself writing more. There are 
no right or wrong thoughts, only your own observations. We have included some 
additional thoughts on the passage to help. Study Bibles like the English Standard 
Version (ESV) Study Bible are also great resources for helpful notes, context, and 
explanations. 
 
 

Application 
 

Work through the questions that follow and be honest with yourself. This guide is a 
resource for you alone, which is why we recommend it for personal study. Writing out 
your answers can help you further process what you read. Don’t limit yourself to these 
questions. God may prompt you to consider deeper questions. 
 
 

Prayer 
 

Spend some time talking and listening to God. Pray for God to help you better understand 
what He is trying to tell you in the passage and how he wants you to apply it. You will 
find some initial written prayers to help. We encourage you to even write out your own 
prayers, perhaps in a prayer journal. 
  



 6 

READING PLAN 
 
Reading the Bible is the best way to get to know God. After all, the Bible is His Word to us. The Holy 
Spirit will guide you and teach you as you read and pray. One great way to approach every section is to 
read the entire portion of the scripture each day of the workday week (Monday through Friday.) But 
each day, read a different translation or paraphrase of that same section. For example, you might 
consider a weekly plan that looks like this: 
 

Monday: English Standard Version (ESV) 
Tuesday: New International Version (NIV) 
Wednesday: Christian Standard Bible (CSB) 
Thursday: New Living Translation (NLT) 
Friday: New American Standard Bible (NASB) 

 
All of these translations are available in the Bible App by YouVersion. By reading each translation or 
paraphrase, you will notice details or nuances you might miss otherwise. 
 
Another way to approach each section is to read bite-sized passages. By doing this you are afforded a 
great opportunity for deeper “meditation”. For example, a reading of Section 2 might look something 
like this: 
 

Monday: 6:35-38 
Tuesday: 6:39-40 
Wednesday: 6:41-44 
Thursday: 6:45-47 
Friday: 6:48-51 

 
We have included a plan just like this for each section to help guide your study of scripture and 
meditation each week. 
 

Remember, the goal is always life transformation; not simply more head knowledge. 
 
Your knowledge will increase, but increased knowledge is not enough. The goal is to grow in your 
relationship with God as you learn more about Him. If you miss a day (or two, or three…) don’t give up! 
Read again. Don’t make the mistake of thinking your relationship with God depends on your perfection. 
Jesus achieved perfection for you. Spouses, siblings, and friends don’t achieve perfection in their 
relationship. All they (and we) can do is keep relating. The same is true for a walk with God.  

What is MEDITATION? 
 
Quiet time to focus on a verse or small 
section of scripture and ask and listen 
for the Holy Spirit to reveal something 
new about it. 

“Draw near to God, and he will draw near 
to you.” 

James 4:8 
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“Jesus said, I am the resurrection and the life.” You have probably heard that at a funeral. This is a true 

statement that brings comfort at a time of grief and loss. Jesus said this to Martha as she was 

mourning the death of her beloved brother, Lazarus. Jesus told her Lazarus would rise again. She had 

no problem believing he would rise again in the resurrection on the last day. To this Jesus told her, “I 

am the resurrection and the life.” He went on to say, “whoever believes in me will live, even though he 

dies.” 

 

As believers in Christ we know that we will live for eternity, even after our earthly bodies die. One way 

of thinking about this is “eternal life begins here.” It was the great purpose of the life, death and 

resurrection of Christ to give this eternal life to all 

believers. He came into the world on purpose so that 

we should live forever through him. Does this impact 

the way we live every day? Does it affect the way we 

face death?  When Jesus told Nicodemus that he 

must be born again (John 3:3), He was talking about a new way to live. But how can someone 

completely change the way they live? The answer is, with God all things are possible. Paul declared that 

if anyone is in Christ, they are new creations (2 Corinthians 5:17). Jesus is the way to this new life (John 

14:6). When Christ asked Martha, “Do you believe this?” (John 11:26). Her answer was, “Yes, I believe.” 

 

LAZARUS HAD BEEN DEAD FOR 4 DAYS… 
 

In Jewish tradition, the soul of the deceased 
would linger around its body for three days, 
just in case it was able to return. When the 
body began to decompose on the 4th day, 
the soul would move on because at that 
point, death was considered to be 
irreversible. 
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“Heavenly Father, thank you for the gift of eternal life. Today is the right now that you have 

given me. I submit you and your kingdom purposes. I pray for your will to be done in your way 

and in your time. I know whatever happens today that I am safe in your presence – help me 

not to forget this. If I face problems or hardships, help me not to worry or be frustrated, but 

help me relax in the peace you give me. Help me love others as you love me. To you be the 

glory and honor and power forever. AMEN.” 
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MEMORY VERSE 
 
IN HIM WAS LIFE, AND THAT LIFE WAS THE LIGHT OF MEN. 

 
John 1:4 (CSB) 

ADDITIONAL READING 
 

Day 1: John 14:6 
 
Day 2: John 3:3 
 
Day 3: 2 Corinthians 5:17 
 
Day 4: Matthew 6:25-33 
 
Day 5: John 10:10 
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Does it bring you comfort to know that Jesus has the power to take care of you? It can be easy for us 

to take on the wrong mindset for how our faith works - where we feel like it is our responsibility to earn 

our place at the table through our actions, hard work, and good natures. How great is it to know that 

this isn’t the way our relationship with Jesus operates? Instead of telling his disciples to “go and earn 

their bread,” he tells them, “I AM the bread.” Shortly before he spoke those words, Jesus performed an 

incredible miracle by feeding over 5,000 people with just five loaves of bread and two fish. The most 

incredible part about this story isn’t the miracle, but the fact that despite witnessing this, the people 

were still unable to believe that Jesus was exactly who he said he was. 

 

Their disbelief reveals the true source of their starvation; not in their physical body, but their spiritual 

one. Meeting our physical needs are important; however, no matter how good we are physically, we will 

never be able to sustain spiritual healthiness through our own actions. This can only come through a 

relationship with Jesus Christ, the bread of life. In him, our needs are met. In him, we will not be left to 

be hungry or thirsty. Through his unfailing love and grace, we will be sustained. 

 

Recall the words of Christ in John 6:35, “He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes 

in me will never be thirsty.” Are you living by the bread of life? Are you seeking Christ daily and desiring 

to know him more? Spend time this week counting the ways he has sustained your life so far and give 

thanks for all he has done.  

ABOUT 5,000 MEN WERE THERE…. 
 

This miracle is recorded in all four Gospels, but only in the book of Matthew 14:21 are we given 
one more delicious detail: 
 
“The number of those who ate was about 5,000 men, besides women and children.” 
 
Only the men were counted, but if they had counted the women and children, it is possible that 
Jesus fed over 10,000 people with five loaves and two fish. 
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“Lord, you are the bread of life. In you, I never have to fear that my needs will not be met. You 

have promised us that you would be faithful to sustain us by your will and by your grace, and 

you have never broken a promise. Develop in us the fruit of faithfulness, that we may know 

and believe that you are exactly who you say you are and give us the courage to be obedient 

to your Word. To you be the glory, forever and ever. AMEN.” 
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MEMORY VERSE 
 
Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of the 
Father, so the one who feeds on me will live because of me. 

 
John 6:57 (NIV) 

ADDITIONAL READING 
 

Day 1: Isaiah 40:31 
 
Day 2: 1 Peter 5:5-7 
 
Day 3: Lamentations 3:22-24 
 
Day 4: Hebrews 1:1-3 
 
Day 5: Psalm 23:1-6 
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Jesus is the revelation of light.  In the Old Testament when Israel was trudging through the wilderness, 

they were guided by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night.  At one of the feasts in Jerusalem 

Jesus stood up and proclaimed, “I am the light of the 

world.” In other words, I am the God of the Old 

Testament who guided your forefathers.  When you 

think of Jesus as the revelation of light you have to think of purity. There is nothing as pure as sunlight. 

Light cannot be defiled. You can defile water or milk or bread or air, but light cannot be defiled or 

contaminated.  Light exposes defilement and corruption but it is never itself defiled or contaminated. 

Light is pure. Jesus is the light. He is pure. Someone has well said, "Jesus was exposed to sin but never 

contaminated by it. He touched sinners but sin never touched Him.” 

 

As a matter of fact, the Bible says in Hebrews 4:15 (NIV), “For we do not have a high priest who is unable 

to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are-

-yet was without sin.  Jesus Christ was and is undefiled purity and majesty, the light of the world. 

 

When you think of Jesus as the light you must also think of power.  Light is extremely powerful. Look 

at John 1:5. When the light shines in the darkness, the darkness cannot overcome it or extinguish 

it.  Light always wins out over darkness. In fact, it’s no contest. When you walk into a dark room you 

merely have to turn on the light and the light wins out.  Darkness cannot win over light. When you bring 

light into darkness, darkness flees at the speed of light - 186,000 miles per second. When you think of 

Jesus as the light of the world you think of purity and you think of power.  Is the light of the world 

shining in you? 

 

LIGHT | PHOS, grk. 
 

The light; anything emitting light; brightness. 
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“Lord Jesus, help me to let my light shine. I know that many people in the world around me 

are in spiritual darkness. Will you help me to show them your beauty and perfection? I want 

my words, my attitude, and my actions to reflect your power and your grace. Jesus, shine 

through me so people will glorify my Heavenly Father. AMEN.” 
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MEMORY VERSE 
 
For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize 
with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted 
in every way, just as we are – yet was without sin. 

 
Hebrews 4:15 (NIV) 

ADDITIONAL READING 
 

Day 1: Matthew 5:14-16 
 
Day 2: John 3:19-21 
 
Day 3: 2 Corinthians 4:4-6 
 
Day 4: 1 John 1:5-7 
 
Day 5: John 9:1-7 
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The Word of God tells us that there are special people. A people who were chosen by God out of the 

world before the stars began to shine (Ephesians 1:4). A people who were redeemed by the precious 

blood of Jesus (1 Peter 2:24). The flock of His pasture, the sheep of His hand (Psalm 100:3). The 

common name in the New Testament for these people is the church. 

 
Now, the all-important question is, how does someone become part of the church? Jesus Christ 

answers this by stating that He is the door by which all must enter. We walk through this door by simple 

faith; a faith that is genuine. One of the signs of authentic faith is obedience. It is necessary that the 

person who professes Christ as their Lord become like Him. Real faith never kicks at this rule, but rather 

finds joy in it. Jesus himself said, “If you love me, keep my commandments.” This is why daily reading 

of the Bible is of utmost importance. We learn His commandments and how we are to live. Our 

motivation to do this comes from our love for Him.  

 
Anyone that enters in by the door will be saved. Noah’s ark was built in the olden times to preserve 

Noah and his family from the great flood. It could not be said that Noah was saved till he had passed 

through the door, but when he had done that, a divine hand shut the door. As Noah heard the door 

fasten, he understood that the Lord had shut him in, and he felt safe. To have faith in Christ is to have 

entered by the door. It is to depend upon Jesus, to give yourselves Him, and to rest on Him.  

CHURCH | Ekklesia, grk. 
 

The whole body of Christians scattered 
throughout the earth. 
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“The Lord is my shepherd, I lack knowing. He makes me lie down in green pastures, He leads 

me beside quiet waters, He refreshes my soul. He guides me along the right paths for His 

name sake. Even though I walk through the darkest valet, I will fear no evil, for you are with 

me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the presence 

of my enemies. You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. Surely your goodness and 

love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 

AMEN.” 
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MEMORY VERSE 
 
Jesus answered, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me.” 

 
John 14:6 (NIV) 

ADDITIONAL READING 
 

Day 1: Ephesians 1:3-10 
 
Day 2: 1 Peter 2:24-25 
 
Day 3: Psalm 100:1-5 
 
Day 4: John 10:1-5 
 
Day 5: Acts 4:12 
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One of my favorite parables in Scripture is the Parable of the Good Shepherd in John 10. In this 

passage, Jesus reveals that He is the Good Shepherd and states: “the Good Shepherd lays down His 

life for the sheep.” This is the awesome promise and plan of God: “To rescue His people from their 

sin.” Jesus is the Good Shepherd, and He laid down his life for His sheep on the cross. Jesus continues 

to tell us He is will rule reign, that He is like no other religious leader, that He has come with intent to 

die, and that His death will be for the rescue of His sheep and will be according to the will of the Father. 

He is not like a hired hand who has no real concern for the sheep and runs away at the sight of the 

wolf. He is good, and He knows His own sheep and they know Him. As the Good Shepherd, Jesus tells 

the crowd He has sheep in other folds that He must bring also (verse 16), referring to those outside 

of the Jewish culture. What a joy for us as Gentiles to hear that we are to be included in God’s plan of 

redemption! Hear His voice today! He is the Good Shepherd that lays down His life for the Jew and 

Gentile alike! Those who hear His voice will forever sing the praises of their Redeemer. 

  

Jesus is often depicted in art as a gentle shepherd that is holding a lamb, and Scripture illustrates this 

well; however, we should never forget that He has a rod; an instrument used to symbolize the authority 

of the shepherd over the sheep. At the end of this parable, Jesus reminds us of His authority over all 

life and death. He reveals that no one can take His life from Him but that He lays His life down on His 

own initiative. He concludes with, “I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up 

again. This commandment I received from my father.” The power and authority of the Good Shepherd 

is as comforting to me as the gentle embrace of His arm! 
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“Lord, you are my Good Shepherd and your authority and mercy are amazing. You are worthy 

of all praise! I am thankful that you know me, and you love me, but most of all, I am thankful 

you laid down your life for me! You are forever faithful to guide me, and you will never leave 

me. Lead me to be obedient and truth you more and more each day. AMEN.” 
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MEMORY VERSE 
 
I am the Good Shepherd, and I know my own and my own know 
me, even as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I 
lay down my life for the sheep. 

 
John 10:14-15 (NASB) 

ADDITIONAL READING 
 

Day 1: Psalm 78:1-7 
 
Day 2: Hebrews 13:20 
 
Day 3: 1 Peter 5:2-4 
 
Day 4: Psalm 23 
 
Day 5: Ezekiel 34:11-22 
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There are so many astounding, hope filled things in this word from the Lord. When Jesus spoke these 

words, He was conversing with His disciples at the 

Last Supper. He tells them in verse 1, “Do not let your 

hearts be troubled; believe in God, believe also in 

Me.” And then in verse 2 he says, “In My Father’s 

house are many dwelling places; if it were not so I 

would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you.” In this same conversation, Jesus tells His 

disciples that He will come again and receive them, ending verse 4 with, “And you know the way where 

I am going.” This leads to the question being asked by Thomas: “Lord we do not know where you are 

going, how do we know the way?” And Jesus replied, “I AM the way, and the truth, and the life; no one 

comes to the Father except through Me.” 

 

It is astounding to me that the Holy God of creation would make a way for poor sinners like me to be 

received by Him. Jesus made it clear, no one can come to the Father unless they come through Him. 

All of us have sinned, but yet while we were sinners, Christ died for us! In our sin, our broken minds 

and depraved hearts cannot even understand the righteous Law of God and that we cannot know the 

truth on our own. In our sin, we are tossed about from one lie to another, trying to justify our actions, 

as we run away from the absolute authority and truth of God. But Christ did not leave us dead in our 

transgressions and forever bound by our waywardness! The standard of God’s law, the Perfect truth 

of His Word, became flesh and dwelt among us.  In knowing Jesus and following Jesus, we are no 

longer imprisoned by the lies of the enemy. Instead, Jesus is the very truth that is our foundation, the 

only One who could and did purchase our salvation! 

 

To know that Jesus is the way to the Father, and the perfect truth who purchased our pardon is mind 

blowing enough but then to hear Him remind us that He is the life makes my hope in Him complete! 

BUY ONE, GET TWO FREE 
 

Jesus gives us three awesome truth 
statements about who He is in this passage. 
Not only is He the Way, but also the Truth, 
and the Life! In Jesus we find our direction, 
as well as assurance of who He is, and 
resurrection by His grace. 
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Jesus having all authority over life, purchased my eternal life when He walked out of that grave! Not 

only did Jesus stomp out my death and punishment but also provided abundant life in him both now 

and eternally. 

  

“Jesus, you are the way, the truth, and the life. I am truly set free from sin and the punishment 

of sin for all eternity because my hope and faith are in you alone. Thank you for your 

faithfulness to me and your love for me before I even knew you. Help me to follow the way 

God has made for me daily, let my thoughts be transformed by your truth, and set the hope of 

eternity before me even now in this life. AMEN.” 
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MEMORY VERSE 
 
Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s 
mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 
pleasing to God – this is your true and proper worship.  

 
Romans 12:1 (NIV) 

ADDITIONAL READING 
 

Day 1: Isaiah 53:1-7 
 
Day 2: Romans 5:6-11 
 
Day 3: John 1:1-14 
 
Day 4: 2 Corinthians 3:12-18 
 
Day 5: Luke 24:13-35 
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In John 15, Jesus is instructing his Disciples on the importance of abiding in him so that they may be 

fruitful in their mission.  The metaphor of the vine and the branches and how they work together to bear 

fruit is something the Disciples would have understood very well because of the vast number of 

vineyards in the region.  Jesus was making it clear to his disciples and to us as believers the importance 

of abiding in him, because apart from his word, the spirit’s leading and our obedience, we can do 

nothing. 

  
Personally, these are some of my favorite verses. They have encouraged me and have reminded me 

many times of the need to abide in the word. The need to be still and allow the Lord to teach me his 

ways.   Only in Him can we gain true strength for this journey, for He alone is our source for true 

strength. Apart from Him, we can do nothing. The greatest thing about staying connected and abiding 

in the true vine is that the Lord will keep our paths straight and will lead us where we need to be. He 

leads us to do what we need to be doing and he will give us the words that we need to share, so that 

we can bear the fruit he wants to bear through us.  Our daily obedience and faithfulness to abide in 

Christ, the true vine, will allow the Lord to use us in a mighty way. If you are a Christian, I encourage you 

to abide in Christ, so that you may be fruitful in your spiritual life.  
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“Lord, I love you. I want to thank you for loving me first and desiring a relationship with me. 

As I reflect on this passage, I am reminded of my need for you in everything that I do. Lord, I 

want to be fruitful in my spiritual life and know that I cannot do anything apart from you. 

Please allow me to be faithful and consistent in abiding in your word daily, so I can bear much 

fruit. Thank you, Lord. AMEN.” 



  

  

MEMORY VERSE 
 
I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in 
you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do 
nothing. 

 
John 15:5 (NIV) 

ADDITIONAL READING 
 

Day 1: Colossians 3:1-3 
 
Day 2: 2 John 1:9 
 
Day 3: 1 John 2:24 
 
Day 4: Ephesians 3:17-19 
 
Day 5: 1 John 3:24 
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