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One of my favorite parables in Scripture is the Parable of the Good Shepherd in John 10. In this 

passage, Jesus reveals that He is the Good Shepherd and states: “the Good Shepherd lays down His 

life for the sheep.” This is the awesome promise and plan of God: “To rescue His people from their 

sin.” Jesus is the Good Shepherd, and He laid down his life for His sheep on the cross. Jesus continues 

to tell us He is will rule reign, that He is like no other religious leader, that He has come with intent to 

die, and that His death will be for the rescue of His sheep and will be according to the will of the Father. 

He is not like a hired hand who has no real concern for the sheep and runs away at the sight of the 

wolf. He is good, and He knows His own sheep and they know Him. As the Good Shepherd, Jesus tells 

the crowd He has sheep in other folds that He must bring also (verse 16), referring to those outside 

of the Jewish culture. What a joy for us as Gentiles to hear that we are to be included in God’s plan of 

redemption! Hear His voice today! He is the Good Shepherd that lays down His life for the Jew and 

Gentile alike! Those who hear His voice will forever sing the praises of their Redeemer. 

  

Jesus is often depicted in art as a gentle shepherd that is holding a lamb, and Scripture illustrates this 

well; however, we should never forget that He has a rod; an instrument used to symbolize the authority 

of the shepherd over the sheep. At the end of this parable, Jesus reminds us of His authority over all 

life and death. He reveals that no one can take His life from Him but that He lays His life down on His 

own initiative. He concludes with, “I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up 

again. This commandment I received from my father.” The power and authority of the Good Shepherd 

is as comforting to me as the gentle embrace of His arm! 
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“Lord, you are my Good Shepherd and your authority and mercy are amazing. You are worthy 

of all praise! I am thankful that you know me, and you love me, but most of all, I am thankful 

you laid down your life for me! You are forever faithful to guide me, and you will never leave 

me. Lead me to be obedient and truth you more and more each day. AMEN.” 



 31 

  

MEMORY VERSE 
 
I am the Good Shepherd, and I know my own and my own know 
me, even as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I 
lay down my life for the sheep. 

 
John 10:14-15 (NASB) 

ADDITIONAL READING 
 

Day 1: Psalm 78:1-7 
 
Day 2: Hebrews 13:20 
 
Day 3: 1 Peter 5:2-4 
 
Day 4: Psalm 23 
 
Day 5: Ezekiel 34:11-22 


