
BLESSED 
ENDURANCE

2 THESSALONIANS 1:3-12

THIS WEEK’S focus
We have all endured something. Maybe it was rigorous physical training, a 

marathon of studying for a test, or an exhausting shift of work. When we are 

tired, drained, and not sure that we can finish the task, it can be hard to power 

through and endure. It can be hard to see the light at the end of the tunnel. Paul 

knew the Thessalonians were weary from persecution. They were putting their 

lives on the line for their faith. But he reminded them to persevere because 

Christ empowers us to remain faithful and endure suffering.

CENTRAL truth
Christ empowers us to remain faithful and 
endure suffering.
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day 1

2 THESS. 
1:1-4
DWELL
If you were sending a text or a message to someone 
you loved who was suffering, you'd probably start out 
by saying something like, “I’m sorry that life is so hard 
right now!” We probably wouldn’t start, like Paul does, 
by saying that we’re grateful for their perseverance. 
This tells us that Paul had different priorities for the 
Thessalonian church. He knew that persecution and 
hardship was going to happen one way or another. 
This wasn’t a surprise. But what wasn’t guaranteed was 
the church’s response of faith and endurance. He was 
grateful because their faith in Christ was strong and 
carrying them through.

Why do you think Paul boasted about the 
Thessalonians to other churches? What 
was his goal in doing this?

When life is difficult, how can you shift 
your focus to be thankful for what God is 
doing in your life?

MEMORIZE
Write 2 Thessalonians 1:11-12 in a prayer journal or 
on a note card, and read it to yourself each morning 
and evening.

PRAY
Thank God for using even your difficult circumstances 
to grow your faith and hope.

       DAILY
devotions
MEMORIZE 2 THESS. 1:11-12

7 ARROWS FOR 
BIBLE READING

What does this passage 
demand of me?

What does this 
passage say?

What did this  
passage mean to its 

original audience?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about man?

What does this 
passage tell us 
about God?

How does this 
passage change the 
way I relate to people?

How does this 
passage prompt 
me to pray?
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day 3

2 THESS. 
1:7-12
DWELL
In light of the Thessalonians’ suffering, Paul reminded 
them that God is both merciful and just. Even though 
He was currently allowing their difficulties to continue, 
one day He would bring justice to those who chose 
not to accept the gospel and instead were oppressing 
them. He would bring relief and rest to those who had 
endured suffering while they faithfully followed Jesus. 
Today, we can trust in these same promises. God does 
not turn a blind eye to our troubles or the injustices we 
face. He sees them all and He promises to one day come 
in power to be glorified by His faithful people and to 
right all wrongs.

Why was the coming revelation of Jesus 
from heaven good news for both Paul and 
the Thessalonians?

What do you find most encouraging about 
these verses? What do you find most 
difficult? Why is that?

MEMORIZE
Ask a friend or family member to memorize 
2 Thessalonians 1:11-12 with you this week. Quiz each 
other several times during the week.

PRAY
Pray for those around the world who oppress others, 
that they would come to know and believe the power 
of the gospel.

day 2

2 THESS. 
1:5-6
DWELL
Paul also made sure to encourage the church and remind 
them that there was a purpose to their suffering—they 
were suffering for God’s kingdom. He didn’t mean that 
God wanted them to suffer, or that God was the cause 
of their suffering. In fact, as he reminded them, God’s 
justice would turn that suffering back on their enemies 
one day. The church’s perseverance during suffering 
was proof that they were not putting their hope in 
temporary circumstances, but in the promises of God. 
When our faith gives us the ability to endure during 
times of trouble, we show that we are putting our hope 
in Jesus alone.

What do these verses teach us about God’s 
justice? Why was that an encouragement 
to the church?

What are some ways that you are able to 
persevere and endure hardship through 
your faith, or encourage others to do so?

MEMORIZE
Find a recording of 2 Thessalonians 1:11-12 online, 
or record yourself reading it. Listen to it at least once 
a day.

PRAY
Pray that God would give you the strength to endure 
difficult circumstances and trust in His provision, 
faithfulness, and justice.
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day 5

MATTHEW 
5:1-11
DWELL
If we had to list the kinds of people in our culture who 
are “blessed,” we might list celebrities, CEOs, world 
leaders, or even popular classmates—people who seem 
to have it all. But in God’s kingdom, this is turned on 
its head. Jesus tells us that actually, the “meek,” the 
“poor in spirit,” and those who are persecuted for His 
name are counted among the blessed. Being blessed in 
the kingdom of God isn’t about having a perfect life of 
financial security and fame on earth, or living free of 
troubles. God has different priorities. 

How do you think different kinds of people 
in the crowd reacted when they heard 
Jesus give this speech?

How can these verses shift your priorities 
in your life? What might be less or more 
important than you thought?

MEMORIZE
Use colored pencils or markers to colorfully draw 
2 Thessalonians 1:11-12 on a piece of paper or note 
card, and place it somewhere you can see it often

PRAY
Thank God for His “upside-down” kingdom where the 
priorities of this world get turned around.

day 4

ISAIAH 
40:28-31
DWELL
In the midst of our most difficult times, we can find 
endurance by remembering that God Himself never 
gets weary. When we are completely worn out and feel 
like we can’t go any further, we can turn to God as our 
never-ending source and comfort. He will give us rest, 
renew our strength, and help us continue on. How can 
we know this? Our God is the Creator of the universe! 
All strength and power is His; our lives are from Him 
and He can handle any obstacle that comes our way.

How might these words have been a 
comfort to God’s people during exile—far 
from home and lacking hope?

When are you most in need of comfort 
from God? How can these verses help 
you endure?

MEMORIZE
Break 2 Thessalonians 1:11-12 into 3–5 smaller parts 
and try to recite a different part to yourself from 
memory throughout each day.

PRAY
Thank God that we can trust in Him as our source of 
strength when we feel weak.
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