
CENTRAL truth
Believers can trust God’s timing and plan for the future.

TRUTH & 
TIMING

2 THESSALONIANS 2:1-12

THIS WEEK’S focus
Waiting is hard. The anticipation and the unknown can feel like too much 

to bear. Even when we know the ending or the goal that lies ahead, getting 

there can be a challenge. Often in the waiting, we find ourselves more prone 

to believe lies. Since we can’t yet see the whole picture of what God is doing, 

we look to quick solutions or pick someone to blame for our circumstances. 

Waiting for a difficult season to pass or waiting for pain to go away can bring 

out our fears and insecurities. But Paul would remind us of the promise we 

have in a future that rests in God’s hands. Because we know Christ is returning 

for His children, we can cling to the truth as we await His return. Believers can 

trust God’s timing and plan for the future.
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day 1

2 THESS. 
2:1-5
DWELL
It’s natural for believers to wonder when exactly Jesus 
will return. We may long for that day to come when 
everything that is broken about the world is made 
right, or we may be fearful about that day because 
we don’t feel ready for the tremendous change that it 
will surely bring. Either way, waiting in uncertainty is 
uncomfortable. The Thessalonians had some of these 
same concerns, and what’s more is that some people 
were claiming that the day of the Lord had already 
arrived. But Paul reassured them that it had not, 
because certain signs needed to happen first. 

What signs did Paul say would need to 
happen before the day of the Lord would 
come? What did he mean by these?

When you feel worried or anxious about 
the day of the Lord, how can you turn to 
prayer and God’s Word for reassurance?

MEMORIZE
Write Matthew 24:42 in a prayer journal or on a note 
card, and read it to yourself each morning and evening.

PRAY
Thank God that while we do not know when it will 
be exactly, we can trust that Jesus will return at the 
proper time.

       DAILY
devotions

MEMORIZE MATTHEW 24:42

7 ARROWS FOR 
BIBLE READING

What does this passage 
demand of me?

What does this 
passage say?

What did this  
passage mean to its 

original audience?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about man?

What does this 
passage tell us 
about God?

How does this 
passage change the 
way I relate to people?

How does this 
passage prompt 
me to pray?
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day 3

2 THESS. 
2:9-12
DWELL
Not everything we hear about God or the gospel is 
true. Satan is more than happy to tell us lies about 
God, just like he did to Adam and Eve in the garden. 
We can even convince ourselves that we’re seeing signs 
from God telling us to walk down a particular path or 
make a certain decision. This is why it’s important to be 
in community with other believers and learn to study 
Scripture on our own, so that we can test everything we 
hear against the truth of God’s Word.

How do Satan’s deceptions lead people 
away from God, according to Paul?

What are some things you have believed 
about God and the gospel that sounded 
reasonable but were actually false? 
How can you guard against following 
these lies?

MEMORIZE
Ask a friend or family member to memorize 
Matthew 24:42 with you this week. Quiz each other 
several times during the week.

PRAY
Ask God to keep your eyes fixed on Him and on the 
truth He has revealed about Himself through Scripture.

day 2

2 THESS. 
2:6-8
DWELL
We don’t exactly know the identity of the “lawless 
one” who Paul talks about. But what’s clear is that 
he’s related to Satan, and even though lawlessness is 
already at work in the world through sin, its full power 
is being restrained. Even when it seems like sin and 
evil have full reign in the world, they do not—God is 
working and present. One day, God will fully destroy 
sin and evil and the works of Satan. Therefore, we 
should be encouraged! We can trust that in His perfect 
timing, God will destroy the broken, sinful powers of 
the world forever.

How did Paul contrast the lawless one 
with Jesus in these verses? What does 
this tell you about them and their power?

How do you see the “mystery of 
lawlessness” at work in the world around 
you? What tools do you have to fight 
against its influence?

MEMORIZE
Find a recording of Matthew 24:42 online, or record 
yourself reading it. Listen to it at least once a day.

PRAY
Pray that God would protect you from the influence 
of sin and darkness at work in our present reality, and 
help you to keep walking in the light of Christ.
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day 5

MATTHEW 
24:26-44
DWELL
Paul referred to this teaching of Jesus in his first letter 
to the Thessalonians when he told them that the day 
of the Lord would come “like a thief in the night” 
(1 Thess. 5:2). Jesus reminded His listeners here that 
a similar thing happened in the days of Noah—when 
the flood began, no one was prepared other than Noah 
and his family, even though Noah had certainly warned 
them. The day of Jesus's return would happen the same 
way. No one other than the Father would know when 
it would happen—not even the Son! Because of this, 
God’s people should be ready as though Jesus could 
return at any time. They had no excuse to not be ready.

Why did Jesus's disciples need this 
reminder to be ready for His return? Why 
did He remind them about Noah?

What could it look like for you to be 
prepared for Jesus's return in your day-
to-day life? How can you encourage other 
believers to do the same?

MEMORIZE
Use colored pencils or markers to colorfully draw 
Matthew 24:42 on a piece of paper or note card, and 
place it somewhere you can see it often.

PRAY
Pray that you and your group would remain committed 
to following Jesus and staying ready for His return.

day 4

JEREMIAH 
29:10-14
DWELL
Verse 11 is one of the most commonly quoted verses 
in Scripture, but it is often taken out of context. When 
we read it, we may think it means that if we pray hard 
enough, or serve God in the right ways, we won't have 
trouble and we'll have everything we want in life. 
The reality is, God never promises any of us a life of 
financial security or freedom from trouble. What He 
does promise is that we can be confident He will help us 
persevere through times of trouble, like He did for the 
exiles during their captivity. And we can be confident 
that in His perfect timing, He will fulfill His promises 
for a glorious, eternal future free of sin and brokenness.

What did it mean for God’s people to seek 
Him with their whole hearts? What would 
happen when His people did this?

In what ways do you sometimes feel 
distant from God? How can you seek Him 
and remind yourself of His presence?

MEMORIZE
Break Matthew 24:42 into 3–5 smaller parts and try 
to recite a different part to yourself from memory 
throughout each day.

PRAY
Thank God that He has a plan for His people, and that 
we can trust Him to fulfill all His promises.
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