
STAND 
FIRM

2 THESSALONIANS 2:13–3:5

THIS WEEK’S focus
Starting new things can be difficult—especially when we find ourselves in 

unfamiliar territory. We don’t know yet how people operate, or what the 

“norm” is. It can be hard trying to find our place and where we fit in relation 

to those around us. It can be tempting to just want to blend in and go with the 

flow of what everyone else is doing. We think maybe that would make it easier 

to make friends and belong. That certainly would have been easier for the 

Thessalonians to do—just give in to the ways of their enemies so they didn’t 

have to experience persecution for their faith in Jesus. But Paul encouraged 

them to stay grounded in the faith they had been taught, no matter what. We 

can stand firm in God’s strength because He is faithful.

CENTRAL truth
We can stand firm in God’s strength because He 
is faithful.
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day 1

2 THESS. 
2:13-17
DWELL
Every now and then as believers, we may need the 
reminder of what an incredible blessing God’s gift of 
salvation is, and how thankful we should be for each 
and every person who is walking with Christ. Without 
God’s grace and free gift of salvation, none of us could 
have a restored relationship with Him. We would not 
have full access to His love, His wisdom, His protection, 
or His provision. But because He loves us and offers 
salvation to all who believe in Christ and His lordship, 
we can stand secure and safe through no matter what 
life throws at us.

Why is it important for us to follow the 
“traditions” Paul talks about (in other 
words, God’s truth) after receiving the gift 
of salvation?

What truths do you need to remember 
about God and the gospel in order to 
follow Christ faithfully? How can you 
remind yourself of these truths?

MEMORIZE
Write 2 Thessalonians 3:1 in a prayer journal or on 
a note card, and read it to yourself each morning 
and evening.

PRAY
Thank God for His amazing gifts of salvation 
and sanctification.

       DAILY
devotions

MEMORIZE 2 THESS. 3:1

7 ARROWS FOR 
BIBLE READING

What does this passage 
demand of me?

What does this 
passage say?

What did this  
passage mean to its 

original audience?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about man?

What does this 
passage tell us 
about God?

How does this 
passage change the 
way I relate to people?

How does this 
passage prompt 
me to pray?
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day 3

2 TIMOTHY 
3:1-9
DWELL
Paul said that before Jesus returned, there would be 
people who would not hear the truth of God. They 
would give in further and further to the ways of the 
world rather than the ways of Christ. These people 
would not only fall prey to their own sinful ways, but 
they would lead others into sin as well by working 
their way into households. This should remind us that 
who we surround ourselves with matters. If we do not 
surround ourselves with strong Christian believers for 
support and encouragement, we could find ourselves, 
as Paul says, unable to "make further progress” (v. 9).

What does it mean to be “always learning 
but never able to come to a knowledge of 
the truth” (v. 7)?

How are students today tempted by the 
kinds of attitudes Paul lists? How are you 
tempted? What is one way you can resist 
those temptations this week?

MEMORIZE
Ask a friend or family member to memorize 
2 Thessalonians 3:1 with you this week. Quiz each 
other several times during the week.

PRAY
Pray that you would be a lover of God’s truth 
and wisdom.

day 2

2 THESS. 
3:1-5
DWELL
Paul asked the believers to pray for him and his 
coworkers, that they would have the strength to 
endure in the midst of evil and unbelief. At the same 
time, he offered encouragement to the church—he 
knew that God was strong enough to protect not 
only the missionaries but the church. Paul had no 
doubt that the Thessalonians would keep up the good 
work, despite the obstacles facing them. He knew this 
because he knew the character of his God—He would 
never abandon them or lead them astray. So long as 
they kept their eyes fixed on God, He would keep their 
path straight.

Why did Paul need prayers from the 
church? What kind of obstacles was 
he facing?

What are some of the obstacles and 
dangers that you need to pray that God 
would guard and strengthen you and your 
friends from?

MEMORIZE
Find a recording of 2 Thessalonians 3:1 online, or record 
yourself reading it. Listen to it at least once a day.

PRAY
Ask for God to strengthen and guard you from 
the temptations and stresses of this world and 
Satan’s workings.
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day 5

PROVERBS 
4:1-7
DWELL
Pursuing wisdom is a lifelong process. We learn about 
life from our parents and other adults in our lives, who 
learned about life from their parents, and so on. But 
not all of us will grow up learning about how to follow 
Jesus. Whether we grow up learning about Christ, or 
we learn about Jesus as teens or even much later in life, 
it is never too late to begin following the wise teachings 
and instruction of those who have been following 
Jesus for longer than we have. Wisdom will guide all 
of the decisions we make in life. This is at the heart of 
living a life pleasing to God.

What does it mean for wisdom to 
watch over and guard us? Why is this 
so important?

Who are the people in your life who have 
guided you in wisdom? Where did they 
learn their wisdom from? Who looks up to 
you for wisdom?

MEMORIZE
Use colored pencils or markers to colorfully draw 
2 Thessalonians 3:1 on a piece of paper or note card, 
and place it somewhere you can see it often.

PRAY
Thank God for the family of believers who have 
trained one another up in following Christ throughout 
the generations.

day 4

2 TIMOTHY 
3:10-17
DWELL
In contrast to the foolishness and ungodliness of those 
in verses 1-9, Paul commended Timothy for being a 
man of faith and wisdom who consistently followed 
Paul’s teachings and example. Paul was confident that 
Timothy would continue to follow Christ in faith and 
truth, because he had shown himself to be reliable and 
persevering, even in the midst of persecution. Part of 
how we stand firm in the midst of all the temptations, 
distractions, and often confusing messages our world 
sends us is to trust in the wise guidance of mature 
Christians and the wisdom God has provided for us in 
His Word.

Why are Scripture and the guidance of 
Christian mentors and teachers important 
in our faith and our lives? 

What is one way you can incorporate 
Christian wisdom and teaching into your 
life in this coming week?

MEMORIZE
Break 2 Thessalonians 3:1 into 3–5 smaller parts and 
try to recite a different part to yourself from memory 
throughout each day.

PRAY
Thank God for giving us His Scriptures and wise 
teachers who are faithfully following Christ.
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