
CENTRAL truth

IDOLS AND 
LIES

HOSEA 10:5-15

THIS WEEK’S focus
Because we’ve all been hurt, most people have at least a little trouble trusting 

from time to time. Even so, much of the time instead of relying on God to meet 

our needs, we continue to put our faith in people, situations, belongings, and 

organizations that cannot guarantee our well-being, safety, or success. This not 

only hurts us, but also robs God of an opportunity to show us who He is and 

what He’s capable of. It also keeps people who need to know Him from seeing 

Him do amazing things in and through our lives. We can trust God to bless us 

when we choose to do things His way, but if we reject Him, we should expect 

to experience consequences.

If we reject God, we will experience His judgment.
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SCRIPTURE 1:1HOSEA 10:5-8

5 The residents of Samaria will have 

anxiety over the calf of Beth-aven. Indeed, 

its idolatrous priests rejoiced over it; the 

people will mourn over it, over its glory. It 

will certainly go into exile. 6 The calf itself 

will be taken to Assyria as an offering to 

the great king. Ephraim will experience 

shame; Israel will be ashamed of its 

counsel. 7 Samaria’s king will disappear 

like foam on the surface of the water. 

8 The high places of Aven, the sin of Israel, 

will be destroyed; thorns and thistles will 

grow over their altars. They will say to the 

mountains, “Cover us!” and to the hills, 

“Fall on us!”

HOSEA 10:9-12

9 Israel, you have sinned since the days of 

Gibeah; they have taken their stand there. 

Will not war against the unjust overtake 

them in Gibeah? 10 I will discipline them 

at my discretion; nations will be gathered 

against them to put them in bondage for 

their double iniquity. 11 Ephraim is a well-

trained calf that loves to thresh, but I will 

place a yoke on her fine neck. I will harness 

Ephraim; Judah will plow; Jacob will do 

the final plowing. 12 Sow righteousness 

for yourselves and reap faithful love; break 

up your unplowed ground. It is time to 

seek the Lord until he comes and sends 

righteousness on you like the rain.

HOSEA 10:13-15

13 You have plowed wickedness and reaped 

injustice; you have eaten the fruit of lies. 

Because you have trusted in your own 

way and in your large number of soldiers, 

14 the roar of battle will rise against your 

people, and all your fortifications will be 

demolished in a day of war, like Shalman’s 

destruction of Beth-arbel. Mothers will be 

dashed to pieces along with their children. 

15 So it will be done to you, Bethel, because 

of your extreme evil. At dawn the king of 

Israel will be totally destroyed.

EXPLORE

  scripture HOSEA 10:5-15
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CONVERSATION

      questions
READ HOSEA 10:5-8.

Why might someone who knew God personally 
choose to worship something else instead?

Why did God destroy Israel’s calf-idol? Why 
was this the right thing to do?

Why do we sometimes cling to religious 
practices more tightly than we cling to God? 
How does this affect our worship?

.01

.02

.03

HOSEA 10:5-15

HISTORY
Hosea called Israel’s calf-idol the 
“calf of Beth-aven” to highlight 
Israel’s corruption. Bethel was the 
worship center of the Northern 
Kingdom of Israel. Although King 
Jeroboam’s original intention in 
making and installing the calf was to 
set aside a place for Israel to worship 
God, the worship that began to 
take place had nothing to do with 
Him. Instead the worship that took 
place in Bethel revolved around the 
people of Israel and their pleasure, 
sometimes to the detriment of 
others. So Hosea took the “el”—
which meant “God”—off of the word 
Bethel and replaced it with “aven”—
which meant “injustice.” Jeroboam’s 
worship site for God had become a 
center of injustice instead. 
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READ HOSEA 10:9-12.

What happened to Israel when they started 
relying on people instead of God? What can 
happen to us when we do this?

What happens when we decide for ourselves 
what is right and wrong instead of measuring 
by God’s standard?

READ HOSEA 10:13-15.

What are some of the results of living a 
righteousness life? Why does God want us to 
live righteous lives? 

What consequences do people experience 
when they live for themselves and treat other 
people badly? How was this true for Israel?

Why did God destroy Israel’s army? Why was 
this the right thing to do?

.04

.05

.06

.07

.08

THEOLOGY
God kept giving Israel chances to 
repent—even though He knew they 
wouldn’t—for the same reason God 
created humankind even though 
He knew they would sin against 
Him: His own glory. God used 
Israel’s stubbornness to showcase 
His grace, infinite mercy, and desire 
and ability to redeem and restore. 
When Israel refused Him, God 
used the opportunity to showcase 
His justice (see Rom. 9:22-23). 
Likewise, God created a race that 
would betray Him, then sent His 
Son to rescue that traitor race, to 
showcase His grace and mercy (see 
Eph.1:11-2; 2:6-7). Those who accept 
His rescue by putting their faith in 
Jesus give God the opportunity to 
showcase His faithfulness. Those 
who do not accept His rescue give 
Him the opportunity to showcase 
His justice. 
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NOW

 what?
HOSEA 10:5-15

How can we make sure we are 
not guilty of idolatry?

What can we expect God to 
do when we put our trust in 
something besides Him? How 
should we respond when He does?

.09 .10

What steps can we take to treat 
the people around us like Jesus 
would have us treat them?

How can we be sure that we are 
living lives that bring God the 
glory He deserves? 

.11 .12

CENTRAL truth
If we reject God, we will experience His judgment. 
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day 1

HOSEA 
10:1-4
DWELL

Hosea said that Israel’s actions were 
bearing fruit, but what was wrong with 
that fruit? What did he mean by “fruit”?

How do you know if the fruit you’re 
producing in your life is good or not?

Have you ever heard of an invasive plant? Invasive 
plants spread quickly and take over wherever they’re 
planted, taking up valuable soil, water, and sunshine 
from all the other plants around them. If left alone, 
an invasive plant will kill all the plants that a farmer 
or gardener actually wanted to grow. This is the kind 
of plant that Hosea was comparing Israel to—a vine 
that looked lush, but one that wasn’t producing good, 
healthy fruit. Not only were the Israelites building 
altars to false gods instead of the Lord—they didn’t 
even see why they should worship Him at all! They 
spoke as though they were acting righteously, but their 
words were poisonous and false.

MEMORIZE
Add reminders to your phone, computer, or calendar to 
read Hosea 10:10 every morning and night this week.

PRAY
Pray that as you continue to study Hosea, God would 
help you to see the difference between the good and 
bad fruit in your own life.

       DAILY
devotions

MEMORIZE HOSEA 10:10

7 ARROWS FOR 
BIBLE READING

What does this passage 
demand of me?

What does this 
passage say?

What did this  
passage mean to its 

original audience?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about man?

What does this 
passage tell us 
about God?

How does this 
passage change the 
way I relate to people?

How does this 
passage prompt 
me to pray?
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day 3

HOSEA 
10:9-10
DWELL
Israel was guilty of two sins: idolatry and an arrogant 
dependence on their military. The reference to the city 
of Gibeah would have reminded Amos’s listeners of the 
past: Gibeah was known for its history of sinfulness 
and civil war (see Judg. 19–21) as well as being the 
location of King Saul’s fortress palace when he ruled as 
the first king of Israel. By saying “there you remain,” 
God meant that Israel had kept the same mindset: they 
were still a depraved people who believed their military 
might would protect them. They had forgotten about 
God’s protection. God would send war against them to 
show just how wrong they were.

Why did the prophets keep reminding 
Israel of their history? 

Are there any moments from your own 
history that you should have learned from, 
but haven’t? What are they, and what can 
they teach you about God?

MEMORIZE
Pick a song you enjoy and read or sing Hosea 10:10 
aloud to the beat of that song. Read the verse this way 
throughout the week, trying to recite more of it from 
memory each time.

PRAY
Pray that you would learn from your past mistakes and 
that God would use these mistakes to grow your faith.

day 2

HOSEA 
10:5-8
DWELL
Next Hosea described some of the pagan worship 
practices that Israel had turned to. They were 
worshiping an image of a calf associated with the false 
god Baal. Instead of worshiping God in the way Moses 
had taught their ancestors, they were participating in 
ritual acts of worship around this calf, and “feared” it 
the way they should have feared the Lord. But God was 
going to send the calf-idol away to Assyria. Israel would 
learn that Baal could not and would not provide for 
them or protect them from the anger of the true God 
they had been ignoring.

Why do you think the Israelites were 
anxious as they worshiped their calf-idol?

Do you ever worry that the things in your 
life won’t give you what you want? How 
can turning to God help?

MEMORIZE
Write Hosea 10:10 on a sticky note and place it on your 
bathroom mirror. Read it to yourself each time you 
brush your teeth or wash your hands.

PRAY
Confess to God that you sometimes want things other 
than Him to satisfy you in life. Thank Him for being the 
one who can truly give you what you need.
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day 5

MATTHEW 
7:15-20
DWELL

What does it mean that “a good tree 
produces good fruit, but a bad tree 
produces bad fruit” (v. 17)?

What are some examples of good and bad 
fruit that you see in your life? How can you 
produce more good fruit?

Healthy trees don't grow unhealthy fruit. Unhealthy 
trees, on the other hand, will only grow bad fruit. 
Jesus taught that people are like this, too. If we look 
at our lives, are we producing “good fruit”—peace, 
justice, hope, and love? Or are we producing mostly 
“bad fruit”—lies, jealousy, anger, hatred, or violence? 
This doesn’t mean only perfect people can know God—
Jesus is the only perfect human who has ever lived. The 
rest of us are works in progress. But if our life is mostly 
producing bad fruit, then we can be sure our life is not 
truly centered on God.

MEMORIZE
Write each word of Hosea 10:10 on a separate note 
card. Shuffle the cards and try to put them in the 
correct order. Do this throughout the week until you 
can do it without checking the answer.

PRAY
Ask God to help you recognize false prophets or 
teachers and help you to resist their teachings. Ask Him 
to bring wise, godly teachers into your life.

day 4

HOSEA 
10:11-15
DWELL

What does it mean that Ephraim (Israel) 
was “well-trained” (v. 11)? What does 
verse 13 say about the kind of fruit it was 
producing?

What are some actions or attitudes that 
you know God wants from you? What are 
some things you do instead? Why?

Now Hosea returned to farming and agriculture 
metaphors, comparing Israel to a calf who was strong 
and well-trained. The calf should have been able to do 
good work and produce a good crop of “righteousness” 
and “faithful love” (v. 12), but all it was producing was 
“wickedness and . . . injustice” (v. 13). So God would 
retrain them (“place a yoke on her fine neck,” v. 11).

MEMORIZE
Write Hosea 10:10 on the center of a sheet of paper, 
then add drawings or doodles around the edges that 
relate to the verse. Hang it somewhere you will see it 
every day.

PRAY
Pray that you would sow righteousness, justice, and 
love in your life and the lives of those around you.
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