
CENTRAL truth

REASON TO
HOPE

MICAH 7:1-10,18-20

THIS WEEK’S focus
Some people are more trustworthy than others, but none of us are trustworthy 

all the time. Whether we mean to or not, we all make mistakes and let people 

down. Sometimes this isn’t a big deal, but when the stakes are high, misplaced 

trust can cause a lot of damage to people and relationships. For this reason, 

it’s always better to go to God with important matters. Because He knows 

everything and never makes mistakes, He can be trusted to follow through on 

His promises (see Ps. 18:30; 145:13). Even when we don’t deserve His loyalty, 

God is faithful (see 2 Tim. 2:13). People and situations may make us feel 

hopeless sometimes, but when we trust God, we have every reason to hope. 

Those who trust God have reason to hope. 
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SCRIPTURE 1:1MICAH 7:1-6

1 How sad for me! For I am like one who — 

when the summer fruit has been gathered after 
the gleaning of the grape harvest — finds no 
grape cluster to eat, no early fig, which I crave. 

2 Faithful people have vanished from the land; 

there is no one upright among the people. All 
of them wait in ambush to shed blood; they 

hunt each other with a net. 3 Both hands are 

good at accomplishing evil: the official and 
the judge demand a bribe; when the powerful 
man communicates his evil desire, they plot it 

together. 4 The best of them is like a brier; the 

most upright is worse than a hedge of thorns. 
The day of your watchmen, the day of your 
punishment, is coming; at this time their panic 

is here. 5 Do not rely on a friend; don’t trust in 

a close companion. Seal your mouth from the 

woman who lies in your arms. 6 Surely a son 

considers his father a fool, a daughter opposes 
her mother, and a daughter-in-law is against 
her mother-in-law; a man’s enemies are the men 
of his own household.

MICAH 7:7-10

7 But I will look to the Lord; I will wait for 
the God of my salvation. My God will hear 

me. 8 Do not rejoice over me, my enemy! 
Though I have fallen, I will stand up; though 
I sit in darkness, the Lord will be my light. 

9 Because I have sinned against him, I must 
endure the Lord’s fury until he champions my 

cause and establishes justice for me. He will 
bring me into the light; I will see his salvation. 

10 Then my enemy will see, and she will be 
covered with shame, the one who said to me, 
“Where is the Lord your God?” My eyes will 
look at her in triumph; at that time she will be 
trampled like mud in the streets.

MICAH 7:18-20

18 Who is a God like you, forgiving iniquity and 
passing over rebellion for the remnant of his 
inheritance? He does not hold on to his anger 
forever because he delights in faithful love. 

19 He will again have compassion on us; he will

vanquish our iniquities. You will cast all our 

sins into the depths of the sea. 20 You will 
show loyalty to Jacob and faithful love to 
Abraham, as you swore to our ancestors from 
days long ago.

EXPLORE

  scripture MICAH 7:1-10,18-20
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CONVERSATION

      questions
READ MICAH 7:1-6.

What do you think Micah hoped would happen 
when he prophesied to Judah?

Why did Micah feel so alone? When was a 
time you felt this way? Why is it important to 
remember that God is always near?

READ MICAH 7:7-10.

What helped Micah to remain faithful when 
everyone around him had proven themselves 
to be faithless? Why? 

.01

.02

.03

MICAH 7:1-10,18-20

GIVE AN ANSWER
Micah would have been familiar 
with the words of both King David 
and King Solomon, who said that 
God paid attention to the prayers 
of the righteous, but ignored 
the prayers of the unrighteous 
(see Ps. 66:18; Prov. 15:29). Micah 
knew God would hear him because 
he loved God and wanted to see 
Him glorified. His prayers would 
likely have reflected this. The 
apostle John wrote, “If we ask 
anything according to his will, he 
hears us. And if we know that he 
hears whatever we ask, we know 
that we have what we have asked 
of him” (see 1 John 5:14-15). God’s 
affirmative answers to Micah’s 
prayers would have given Micah 
great confidence in his prayer life. 
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Why did Micah explain God’s future plans for 
Judah to their enemies? What did he want 
them to know?

How did God plan to show compassion to Judah 
after bringing judgment on them? How does 
God's correction reveal His love for us?

READ MICAH 7:18-20.

According to Micah, how was God different 
from the false gods Judah had been 
worshiping? How is God better than other 
things that demand our time and attention?

What did God plan to do with the sins of His 
people? How would He accomplish this?

How does God’s love for us compare to our love 
for Him? What makes it better?

.04

.05

.06

.07

.08

HISTORY
God promised to make Abraham 
into a great nation by multiplying 
his descendants and giving them 
influence.  He would bless Abraham, 
make his name great, and make 
him a blessing to others. God also 
promised to bless those who blessed 
Abraham, to curse anyone who 
treated him with contempt, and to 
eventually bless all the people of 
the earth through his descendants 
(see Gen. 13). God would give the 
land of Canaan to Jacob and his 
descendants, and would bless the 
entire earth through Jacob’s family 
(see Gen. 28:13-15). And God kept 
every one of these promises. He 
multiplied Abraham’s family while 
they were in captivity in Egypt, 
showing them favor and protecting 
them from their enemies. He 
then gave Jacob’s descendants 
the land He had promised them. 
Most importantly, God blessed the 
entire world through Abraham and 
Jacob by sending a descendant of 
Abraham, Jesus, to save the world 
from sin and give us new life. 
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NOW

 what?
MICAH 7:1-10,18-20

What can we learn from Micah’s 
example of faithfulness? How can 
we apply this to our lives? 

What should we do when it seems 
like everyone around us has 
stopped obeying God or caring 
what He thinks?

.09 .10

What encouragement can we 
draw from the compassion God 
showed Judah, despite their 
faithlessness? How should we 
respond to that encouragement?

In whom should we put our 
trust? Why? What does that 
look like?

.11 .12

CENTRAL truth
Those who trust God have reason to hope.
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day 1

MICAH 
7:1-7
DWELL
Micah was full of sorrow because he couldn’t find a 
single righteous person left in Israel. He didn’t feel 
like he could trust anyone, not even his friends or his 
family. He saw families that were completely broken 
apart, with family members and their households 
becoming each others’ enemies. The only one he could 
trust was God. Even when he couldn’t talk to anyone 
else, Micah knew that God would listen.

How had things gotten so bad in Israel? 
How should the people have been acting 
differently than they were?

How should following Jesus change the 
way you interact with your friends and 
family members?

MEMORIZE
Add reminders to your phone, computer, or calendar 
to read Micah 7:7 every morning and night this week.

PRAY
Thank God that even when we don’t know who to talk 
to, we can always talk to Him about anything.

       DAILY
devotions

MEMORIZE MICAH 7:7

7 ARROWS FOR 
BIBLE READING

What does this passage 
demand of me?

What does this 
passage say?

What did this  
passage mean to its 

original audience?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about man?

What does this 
passage tell us 
about God?

How does this 
passage change the 
way I relate to people?

How does this 
passage prompt 
me to pray?
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day 3

MICAH 
7:18-20
DWELL
The book of Micah ends on a hopeful note. No one 
and nothing is like God! Even though Micah was 
surrounded by sin and was preaching a message of 
judgment, he knew that God wouldn’t be angry forever. 
Better days were coming, and God would once again 
bless Israel with the compassion and love that He had 
shown to their ancestors long ago. Today, we know 
that even when we don’t obey God, and even when He 
lets us suffer the consequences of our actions, He has 
promised us eternal life through His Son, Jesus. He will 
always forgive us when we repent. His love never fails.

Why does Micah start this last set of 
verses with a question in verse 18? What 
is the answer to this question?

How would these verses have given Israel 
hope? How can they give you hope?

MEMORIZE
Pick a song you enjoy and read or sing Micah 7:7 
aloud to the beat of that song. Read the verse this way 
throughout the week, trying to recite more of it from 
memory each time.

PRAY
Thank God that when we repent of our sin and turn 
back to Him, He forgives us every time.

day 2

MICAH 
7:8-10
DWELL
Micah switched perspectives and spoke on behalf of 
Jerusalem in these next verses. He warned Israel’s 
enemies not to celebrate the nation’s downfall, because 
it wouldn't last forever. Even though they experiencing 
God’s anger because of their sin, Micah knew through 
faith that they would eventually rise even better than 
ever. God would restore them and bring justice to them 
once more. Then Israel’s enemies would be the ones to 
experience the wrath of their holy, righteous God.

Why might it be a bad idea for Israel’s 
enemies to celebrate that God was judging 
Israel? How would this backfire?

Have you ever experienced God’s 
discipline? Looking back, how did 
the experience impact you and your 
relationship with God?

MEMORIZE
Write Micah 7:7 on a sticky note and place it on your 
bathroom mirror. Read it to yourself each time you 
brush your teeth or wash your hands.

PRAY
Confess to God that you do not always follow Him 
faithfully. Ask Him to forgive you and lead you back to 
the truth.
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day 5

LUKE 
1:72-79
DWELL
When John the Baptist was born, his father Zechariah 
was suddenly filled with the Holy Spirit and given a 
prophecy about his son. Zechariah prophesied that 
God was getting ready to fulfill the promise He had 
made so long ago: a Messiah was coming who would 
redeem His people. John was not that Messiah, but he 
would go before Jesus as a prophet. As we’ve learned, 
the life of a prophet is often difficult, but John was sent 
to proclaim the greatest news of all: Jesus was coming 
to bring peace to the world.

What was John’s role as a prophet? Why 
was this so important?

What difficult task might God be calling 
you to? How can John’s ministry 
inspire you?

MEMORIZE
Write each word of Micah 7:7 on a separate note card. 
Shuffle the cards and try to put them in the correct 
order. Do this throughout the week until you can do it 
without checking the answer.

PRAY
Pray that God would give you clarity about what tasks 
He has prepared for you to do for Him.

day 4

PSALM 
41:4-12
DWELL

What kind of emotions do you think the 
author was feeling as he wrote this 
psalm? Who was against him? Who did 
he trust?

When you aren’t sure who to turn to, how 
can you find confidence in God? 

The psalmist felt a deep betrayal. Not only were his 
enemies planning evil against him, but even his trusted 
friend had turned against him. Who could he trust? 
Certainly not the people gossiping about him or those 
who planned to harm him. But he knew that he could 
trust God. He knew that God would protect him from 
harm and make sure his enemies’ plans failed. Even if 
he slipped up and sinned, as he confessed in verse 4, he 
knew that when he realized his mistakes and repented, 
God would support him with His faithful love.

MEMORIZE
Write Micah 7:7 on the center of a sheet of paper, then 
add drawings or doodles around the edges that relate to 
the verse. Hang it somewhere you will see it every day.

PRAY
Pray that when you feel alone in life and aren’t sure 
who to trust, God would draw close to you.
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